PORTLAND   CEMENT

MANUFACTURE

CHAPTER  I
INTRODUCTORY
PORTLAND  CEMENT   was   the   name   given   by Joseph
Aspdin, a Leeds bricklayer, to the artificial cement which
he patented in 1824, owing to its fancied resemblance in
colour and texture to the famous building-stone quarried
at Portland.    This cement, as he originally prepared it, was
obtained by lightly calcining a mixture of lime and clay,
and grinding the product; a factory for its production was
established by him at Wakefield in 1825, and we read of
the cement being employed in the Thames Tunnel by Sir
I. K. Brunei in 1828.
It is hardly necessary to add that this cement differed
very considerably from the Portland Cement of the present
day, inasmuch as the calcination was not carried to that
point of incipient vitrifaction which is now recognised as
the essential feature in cement burning, in order to convert
the mechanically mixed raw materials into the requisite
chemical compounds.    All the earlier experimenters seemed
afraid of pushing the calcination to clinkering point, and
some of them even took the trouble to carefully pick out